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. . . you can quietly 

tell yourself - Iôm 

one of Godôs 

Jumper Cables. é 
 

      Pastor Brian Wiele 

 Ways to get connected and enrich your experience : 
 

Read the Book ï youôll love it! Itôs the 201o Christian book 
of the year!  
Participate in a small group ï there are even options on 
Sunday mornings! 
Listen to the sermons each week ï in the worship service 
or online.  
Refer to the Daily Scripture Guide each day ïpick up your 
copy in the foyer.  
Participate in our Faith in Action day on October 10.  
Follow the six week action quest at www.sixweekquest.com  
Order a personal action journal (from the above website) 
full of ideas to make it personal.   
Pray for what God might be doing in your life!  
It all begins September 12! 

 

Return to Two Services 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 12, worship will be at 

9:00 am and 10:45 am 
 

Both services will include: 

Nursery, 3ôs & 4ôs 

* ñKids Clubò for K-2nd grade 

* ñClub 345ò for 3rd, 4th, & 5th grades 

     ( *Dismissed from the worship after ñKomments for Kidsò) 
 

During the 9:00 am service: 

    Grow Groups for Junior High students. 

 Going Deeper class for Senior High students. 

 

http://www.sixweekquest.com
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 Shepherdõs Staff  
  by Brian Wiele 

Godôs Jumper Cables 
 

Last Saturday afternoon I stopped by the office, intending to stay for just a few minutes.  I had been 

away from the office all week studying at Barb Fayôs cabin in Packwood.  I knew there would be a 

stack of mail and messages to look over, and I needed to set something up for Sunday worship. 

 

I was sitting at my computer when Pat Keeley came into the office looking for me.  The Quilting 

ministry was just sewing things up for the day (sorry, I couldnôt resist); one of the women ï Rosalea 

Carslin ï discovered that her car battery was dead.  Rosalea had jumper cables, and knew how to use 

them, but my car was needed to be the source of power. I pulled my car alongside, and within 

seconds her car started right up. 

 

When she first asked me, two thoughts competed for attention.  One was calculating  ï how long is 

this going to take? I have other errands to run.  The other was compassionate ï of course I can and 

will help. Thatôs often the case when you see someone in need.  Often ï maybe too often ï the 

calculating thoughts win out over the compassionate ones.  Thatôs likely what happened in the 

parable of the Good Samaritan.  Two of the three people who wandered by let the reasons not to help 

control their actions. 

 

Later in the afternoon I reflected on the process of jumping someoneôs battery.  Itôs really quite basic: 

one engine is powerless, and canôt function.  Another one is running strong.  If you have a way to 

connect them, the strong one can help the weak one get started again. 

 

As we head into our fall emphasis on generosity, hereôs a good way to sum it up ï we are Godôs 

jumper cables.  The book weôll be reading ï The Hole in Our Gospel ï asks the question, What does 

God expect of us?  He expects us to be willing to be stretched, connecting His power and strength to 

those who are stranded along the roadside of life.  Itôs that simple.   Itôs not helping people out of our 

own strength; itôs helping them tap into the limitless resources of our God, as He uses us to lift others 

up. 

 

Be warned ï you will find plenty of calculating reasons not to help others in need, if you let your 

mind dwell on them.  But weôre hoping that the compassionate thoughts, the generous ones coming 

from the Spirit of God within you, will win the day for you.  Love is like that; it conquers all. 

 

Weôre designating six weeks ïabout forty two days ï to talk about this and practice it. They say it 

takes about that long to formulate new habits. So, thatôs about how long the small groups are running.  

Have you signed up for one yet? Letôs ask God to help us formulate some new habits, ready and 

willing to stretch out and help whomever He places in our paths each day. 

 

Elsewhere in the newsletter you can find numerous ways to make this practical for you. One of them 

will be to participate in our Faith in Action day on October 10.  Whether you are pulling weeds in a 

park or rolling bandages for a hospital in Congo, you can quietly tell yourself ï Iôm one of Godôs 

Jumper Cables. 

 

It all starts September 12 ï are you ready to be stretched by God? 
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Upcoming Events: 

Sept. 12: Return to two worship services  

  at 9 & 10:45 am. 

Sept. 16: ÅWomenôs Thursday Morning  

    Bible Study begins. 

    Å ALPHA launch party 

Sept. 17-19: NPC Womenôs Retreat at Cascades 

Sept. 23 - Nov. 4: Alpha Course & the Alpha  

        Marriage Course begin 

Sept. 24-26: Menôs Retreat 

Sept. 26: Ramblers - Gospel Quartet at RRCC 

Oct. 10: Faith in Action Day 

Oct. 22-23: Generosity Summit at Highland Cov. 

Oct. 31: Harvest Hatchback 

Nov. 8: Womenôs Evening Bible Study begins 

Nov. 25: Thanksgiving 

Dec. 19: Special Family Christmas Service 

Ramblers (55+)  
For more information, or to request to be put on 

the Ramblers contact list for future events,  

contact Barb Fay .  
 

Mark your calendars:  
 

September 14 : luncheon cancelled due to other 

events.  

September 26: On this Sunday 

evening the Ramblers will be 

sponsoring the Gospel Singing 

Quartet called, "Livin' Harmony".  

We will be inviting Grace 

Covenant Church Seniors to join 

us for a potluck dinner and an 

evening of Gospel Music.  

October 16: (a Saturday) We 

will tour Lattinôs Cider Mill and the festivities. 

  

Introducing Dick and Beth Gordon 
 

Weôre excited to have Dick and Beth Gordon join our fellowship, as well 

as Dickôs parents John and Dorothy.  Dick is between ministry 

settings,  after serving as Associate Pastor at a church in the Auburn area 

for more than twenty years.  As they seek Godôs guidance for the next 

step in their lives, he will be volunteering a few days at week at River 

Ridge Covenant as Ministries Director. Weôre excited to have Dickôs 

energy and experience in small groups, assimilation, and many other 

areas.  They have two grown children, Jason and Jill, and four grandchildren.   

Welcome and thanks, Dick & Beth; weôre thrilled to have you join us! 

build. mend. deepen. Do couples with great marriages 
get there by luck? We don't think so. We believe anyone can have a 

loving, healthy marriage. You just need certain tools.  

The Alpha Marriage Course  

Sept. 23 - Nov. 4 at RRCC  

For more than twenty years, The Alpha Marriage Course has been helping couples build strong 
marriages.  Itôs perfect for any couple who wants to invest in their relationship, whether you have been 
together 1 or 61 years and whether you have a strong relationship or are struggling. 
 

The Marriage Course is a seven session course set in a fantastic atmosphere. You will be served with a 
meal and dessert, and then seated at a romantic table for two while listening to practical talks that are 
informative and fun, either given live or played on DVD. There is never any group work and you will 
never be asked to share anything about your relationship with anyone other than your partner.   

For more information contact Bob & Joan Samuelson. 

Submissions for the October newsletter  

are due on Thursday, September 23. 

http://alphausa.org/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=1000064125
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  Service & Mission Spotlight ...  
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 Quest ions?   

C o n t a c t  Y o u t h  Pa s t o r  B r a d  H o s t a k  

b r a d @ r i v e r r i d g e c o v e n a n t c h u r c h . o r g   
 

F a c e b o o k  @  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

b r a d h o s t a k ,   
 

O r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e   a t  9 2 3 - 1 5 6 9  

RRCC Youth Page 
 

Area 51 - Middle School  
(6th, 7th, & 8th grade) 

Harbor  - High School 

 

 

Hi! Iõm Travis Kempbell.  Iõve lived in Washington my whole life and currently live in Duvall. Some of my biggest 
hobbies include playing guitar and listening to music. I absolutely love music in general and find it to be very inspiring! 
 

To sum up my testimony briefly, my family used to go to church when I was a kid but hasnõt in about 6 or 7 years. I 
òre-foundó God in high school and grew in my faith a lot over the course of high school. When I entered college I fell 
away from God a bit, mainly due to the amount of work and focus needed for school, but in the last four months, I 
have felt God working in my heart very strongly. Strangely enough, four months ago I would have never guessed Iõd 
be interning at a church in Olympia or anything even remotely close to that. In May, I started going to a college youth 
group in Seattle and at this youth group they were planning on going on a mission trip to Alaska. For some reason I 
felt very inspired to go. So, by the end of the first day at this youth group I was signed up for a three week long 
mission trip to Haines, AK where I was going to be working at a youth camp counseling kids from 2nd to 12th grade. 
I realized how much I loved working with the kids in Haines and I ended up staying for four more weeks than I 
originally expected. In this time, I was feeling very convicted that I wasnõt living my life for God and that I could be 
doing much more to further His will in this world, so I started praying for a way to be more involved, and God 
answered. 
 

In a way that only God could make happen, I found out about this internship opportunity through a friend of a friend 
and felt a need to look into it, and now here I am! Given the opportunity to work with the youth and grow in my 
faith. I enjoy meeting new people and love to make new friends, and I am sure that I will have an opportunity to do 
this over the course of this internship! I pray that in whatever way possible, throughout the next year I can do what 
God wants me to do; to grow in my faith with Him and to help the youth do the same! 
 

I look forward to meeting everyone and getting to know you all! 
Travis Kempbell 

New Youth Intern 
Thanks to the generous giving for the Chic Youth Conference last year we are in the position to hire a youth 
intern for the coming school year. The youth committee has conducted a vigorous  search and we have found 
that intern.  Travis Kempbell has spent the past summer working at Rainbow Glacier Camp in Haines Alaska 
working with native kids.  We believe that Travis is a humble, teachable spirit who has a heart for God and 
sharing Him with others.   Please see the letter below from Travis and be in prayer as all the details are 
finalized. 

Area 51 - September Schedule 
 

Tues., Sept. 7: No Area 51 

Tues., Sept. 14: é 7- 8:30 pm at the church 

Tues., Sept. 21: é 7- 8:30 pm at the church 

Tues., Sept. 28: é 7 - 8:30pm at the church 

Harbor - September Schedule 
Wed., Sept. 1: No Harbor 

Wed., Sept.8: Harbor 6:15-8:15pm at Hostaks 

Wed., Sept.15: Harbor 6:15-8:15 at Hostaks 

Wed., Sept.22: Harbor at Puyallup Fair...3pm - 10pm 

Wed., Sept.29: Harbor 6:15-8:15 at Hostaks 

mailto:brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/bradhostak
http://www.facebook.com/bradhostak
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 Childrenõs Ministry Update  ééééééééééééééé.. By Peg Melhaff 

On September 12th  - ! ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎΗ 

While I ponder where the summer (and last year) went, let me update you on who is teaching and where your 
child will fit in. 

Preschool and nursery will continue to provide care and a wonderful preschool program throughout the entire 
service however, please feel free to bring your toddler/preschooler to service with you. Kids are always 
welcome in the service especially for the worship! 

YƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ άYƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎέΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ нnd grade go to 
ǘƘŜ άYƛŘǎ /ƭǳōέ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ оǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ рǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ά/ƭǳō опрέΦ 
 
During both services the Nursery is staffed with rotating volunteers, moms, dads and grandparents. There is 
always a need for more volunteers - the more volunteers the longer the rotation! 
 
9am service teachers : 

Pat Keeley ς Preschool, ages 3 & 4, with rotating helpers 

Jill Shanda and Candy Brooks ς Kids Club (K-2nd grade) 

Lisa McCart and Susan Cook ς Club 345  (3rd through 5th grades) 

 

10:45 service teachers: 

Joannie Offord - Preschool, with rotating helpers 

Rachel Redfield ς Kids Club (K-2nd grade) 

Greg Armstrong and Tina Mason ς Club 345 (3rd through 5th grades) 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŜƎ aŜƭƘŀŦŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
church or at peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org. 
 

We are currently praying for a helper for Rachel in the Kindergarten through 2nd grade class during the second 
service. Rachel is a wonderful, experienced teacher who loves to teach! ς You would just be her helper. A great 
way to serve our Lord, these kids and River Ridge Covenant.   

We are also asking for more volunteers to rotate through the nursery and preschool during both services. 
Please contact Peg or the church office to inquire or apply. 

Blessings to you and your family as we begin another school year. May God be glorified. 

Serving the Most High God  with you, 
Peg 

mailto:peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
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Thursdays, September 16 -  November 4  

6:15 to 8:30 pm  
An increasingly skeptical culture thinks they already know what Christianity is all about.   
The idea of church is ñbeen there, done that.ò  Many non-Christians have put Jesus in a box or have 
negative past experiences with Christians. Others have attended church all their lives but still have 

doubts or questions about some of the basics of the Christian faith.  
 

Alpha breaks the mold  
 

Alpha is a fantastic, effective program thatôs bringing millions to faith by shattering old 

preconceptions.  This 8 -week course starts each night with a delicious free dinner  followed by an 
entertaining video  that presents the basics of Christianity in a fresh light.  After the video, everyone 
breaks into small groups  to discuss the video and share their own thoughts on faith.  Itôs a truly 

safe atmosphere  where people can express any view, question what theyôve learned, and share 
their doubts.  
Whether someoneôs never set foot in a church before, or theyôve attended church all their life but still 

have doubts and questions , all discussion is welcome in this relaxed, friendship - forming 
atmosphere.  Each weekly session discusses questions like ñWho is the Holy Spirit?ò  and ñHow and 
why do I pray?ò  The highlight of the course is a Weekend Away, where the group stays in cabins in 

the woods.  This weekend is the perfect balance of friendship, fun, learning, and time with 
God.   Weôve already seen dozens of people come to faith through this program and at least as many 

River Ridge members renewed in their faith by attending!  
 

How much does it cost?  
 

Weekly dinners are FREE , but voluntary donations to offset the cost of food are welcome.  The 

weekend away (highly recommended) is very affordable and scholarships are available.   
 

How do I sign up?  

Sign up at the Alpha information table in the church foyer,  call Rick Kendall, or email 
Alpha@RiverRidgeCovenantChurch.com .   

**Childcare is available, from birth to 10 years old!!  Parents must register in order to 
reserve childcare for their kids.  

Can I get involved?  

Attend the course if you havenôt already! See what this exciting ministry is all 

about and invite a friend or coworker to check it out with you.  

Attend an Alpha Leader Training.   Small group leadership doesnôt get easier 

than this, and itôs incredibly rewarding to see people come to faith!  Call Kat for 
details.  

Volunteer .  The ALPHA team is looking for people to help with set -up, meal 

preparation and clean -up.  Your time commitment can be as little as 1 -2 hours one 
Thursday afternoon or evening.  Call Lili Stead to volunteer or find out more . 

Save Sept 16 th  on your calendar  and plan to attend the Alpha Launch Party with a friend .    
The Alpha Launch Party  is an introductory dinner and video that allows people to check out 

Alpha before making a commitment to attend the entire 7 -week course.  (There are no small 
groups that first night.)  

THE ALPHA COURSE  
 

A whole new approach to share or renew meaningful faith in Jesus 

mailto:Alpha@RiverRidgeCovenantChurch.com
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 Men ôs Ministry  
 

The Menôs Ministry meets the 2nd Saturday of each 

month, from 7:30 - 9, for a light breakfast and to set 

up chairs.  Questions?  Contact Chuck Schaller. 
 

Womenôs Bible Studies  
 

 

This fall the Womenôs Bible Studies will be 

following a Beth Moore study of the book of Esther. 
 

 Sign up at the info table now so that we know 

how many books to order. 
 

The Thursday morning study will start up on 

September 16.  Childcare will be available but you 

need to sign up in advance.  Questions? Contact Barb 

Fay or Peg Melhaff in the office. 
 

The evening study will be moving to Mondays, and 

will begin on November 8.   

Questions? Contact Paula Reiner  or Sandy Chabot. 
 

 

Men of Faith 
Retreat  

for guys of all ages! 

Sept. 24-26 at Cascades  
 

The best keeps getting better!  Men of Faith is far 

from your typical men's retreat. Where else can you 

shoot shotguns at bowling pins to see how many you 

can knock over? What about paintball? How about 

scaling a 50ft water tower, or screaming through the 

woods on a 1200ft Zipline?  

And since we get guys of all ages for this retreat, we 

found an awesome speaker for our multi-generational 

audience, Pastor of Quest Church in Seattle and 

Founder of One Day's Wages - Eugene Cho.  

 

Pick up a brochure/registration form at the info table, 

or go to 

 http://www.cascadescamp.org/ccacc/inner-90.php to 

print your own.    
 

Questions?  Contact Chuck Schaller . 
 

* Be the Church! * 

Third Annual Faith in Action Sunday  

October 10, 2010 
 

Is there a strong family resemblance among the generations of your relatives? Is your 

kinship revealed in physical traits or behavioral clues so distinctive that the family 

has come to claim them as their own, with descriptive phrases like ñthe Callahan 

nose,ò ñthe Smith family generosity,ò or ñthe legendary OôHara temperò? 
 

Do others recognize our Father in us? Do we reflect the signature traits of our heavenly Family? 

When others learn that you are a member of Godôs Family, would you expect to hear, ñI just knew 

that youôre related! ï Youôre so much alike!ò? Our prayer is that we will  be recognized for our 

family resemblance! 
 

On October 10, we will celebrate our third annual National Faith in Action Sunday. You are warmly 

invited to take your place with us as the River Ridge church family goes out into the local 

community to be the face and hands of Christ. We will convene at the church at 8 a.m. for prayer 

before dispersing to serve others in need. We return to River Ridge at 6:30 that evening to worship 

God and to give thanks for the dayôs experience in Christôs name. 
 

Please give generously of your time so that we may shine the light of our Fatherôs love on those in 

need. A list of service projects will be announced early in September, and sign-up sheets will be 

available in the church entry beginning September 12. 
 

For more information, contact Pastor Brian (brian@riverridgecovenantchurch.org) or Judith Upton . 

http://www.cascadescamp.org/ccacc/inner-90.php
mailto:brian@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
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