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éHow would you 

celebrate Motherôs 

Day in a shelter, or 

even worse ï on the 

streets?... 
 

Pastor Brian Wiele 

 
 

The Summer Schedule for 
River Ridge Covenant  

 
 

- beginning May 30, through September 5 : 
 

One Worship Service at 9:30 am 
 

Sunday morning schedule for kids and youth will be: 
 

Toddler nursery throughout the service  
The following classes will dismiss from the main service 
after ôKomments for Kidsõ: 

Preschool - 3õs, 4õs, and 5õs not yet  
 in Kindergarten.  
Group class for K -5th grade  

 

2010 week of prayer at River Ridge Covenant : 
 

Sunday May 2 : Our new study will be enhanced by having a 

special worship service, which weôre calling ñLiving and Praying 

the Great Commandmentsò.   Weôll also hand out helpful 

materials to guide your daily prayers during the week. 
 

All week : A prayer walk will be set up around the church for 

you to participate in Tuesday - Friday during office hours. 
 

Thursday May 6 is National Day of Prayer. 
 Noon: regional observance on the Capitol steps. 

 6:00 ï 6:45 pm ï A prayer service at our church. 
 

Sunday May 9  ï Weôll welcome Phil Owen of the Family 

Support Center, and he will share in morning worship.  Weôve 

been praying that God would direct our desires to serve the needy 

in our community, and our Serve Team has identified them as a 

great partner! 
 

Saturday May 15  ï ñGot Prayer?ò, a fun, interactive seminar 

for families put on by our childrenôs ministry; parents will learn 

how to pray authentically and comfortably with their children. 
 

Let½s make this a whole church effort! 
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 Shepherdõs Staff  
  by Pastor Brian Wiele 

What are your plans for Motherôs Day, May 9?  Maybe youôll be honoring your mom or your wife, or 

your kids will take you out for a meal. Honoring Mom makes God smile, Iôm sure. 
 

But how would you honor your mom if you ï and she ï didnôt have any money, or even a home to share 

a meal in?  I hope you realize this is not a rhetorical or a hypothetical question.  There are many 

homeless families in Thurston County, and many more on the brink of losing their homes.  How would 

you celebrate Motherôs Day in a shelter, or even worse ï on the streets? 
 

In worship on May 9, my message will be on the importance of expressing our love for God by caring for 

others in need.  ñIf anyone has material possessions, and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, 

how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions 

and in truth.ò I John 3:17-18  In order to help us live that out ï including how we think about Motherôs 

Day, we will have two people sharing in worship: Phil Owen and Laurie Jones. 
 

Phil Owen is the Development Director for the Family Support Center (FSC), a non-profit organization 

in Olympia that has been on the front lines of caring since the early 1990ôs.  They provide advocacy, case 

management, and overall support to homeless single women and families.  They offer on-going parent 

education and support groups, and facilitate a safe and healthy environment for visitation between non-

custodial parents and their children.  
 

You know Laurie; she and Roger have served at River Ridge Covenant in many ways since day one.  But 

their love for Jesus has taken on a new expression since last fall, when we learned of a need for hosts at 

the Family Support Center shelter.  The first Saturday of every month Roger & Laurie spend the night at 

the shelter, but they are far more than just hosts.  Laurie has become like a second-mom for some of the 

children, purchasing supplies and bringing tangible support, and Roger has developed new connections 

between Big Brothers Big Sisters and the Family Support Center. 
 

What does all this have to do with River Ridge Covenant Church?  Our Serve Team is excited to partner 

with FSC; this fulfills in a very practical way what we read about in the book, The Externally Focused 

Church.  We donôt have to invent avenues of caring; we can partner with organizations that are already 

doing the work.   Connecting with them will provide our congregation with a variety of ways to get 

involved, and help us focus our service to the needy in our region. 
 

Our Serve Team is really excited ï weôve got Phil coming to share in our worship service, and Laurie has 

joined the Serve Team to take on the role of coordinating our efforts with FSC.  Jim Larson, the new 

Serve Team chair, is joining with Carrie in re-energizing and expanding their work.  Weôre planning 

another Faith in Action/Be the Church day on Sunday, October 10, and are in the early stages of planning 

a short-term missions trip in 2011.  (Weôre open to ideas on this!)  Weôre also looking for new voices on 

the Serve Team ï let Jim or Carrie know if you are interested! 
 

This year on Motherôs Day weôll be thinking about homeless Mothers.  Maybe next year we can put our 

thoughts into action and do something ï like put on a Motherôs Day celebration for homeless moms in 

Thurston County.  Our mission statement is Love Grow Serve (repeat).  This is more than just a catchy 

slogan; it is who we are, and who we are becoming, as we remember together the words of Jesus ï ñI am 

among you as one who servesò Luke 22:27. 
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Upcoming Events: 

May 1: Council/BSL retreat 

May 2-9: Week of Prayer 

May 4: Quilting Ministry     éééénoon - 5 pm 

May 6:  National Day of Prayer 

 *observance at Capitol steps   ééé noon 

 *Prayer Service at RRCC   éééé6 pm 

May 11: *Ramblers Potluck Luncheon 

    *Council Meeting éééééé...6 pm 

May 14-16: Faith & Life - Serve Seattle 

May 15: *?Got Prayer? ..for families.   8:30 - 10:30 

    *Quilting Ministry éééé.noon - 5 pm 

May 22: Care Net Walk for Life 

May 23:  Riverôs Edge 

May 30 - Sept. 5:  One Sunday service at  9:30 am 

June 5: Mariners Game 

June 13: *Faith & Life Sunday 

     *Baptism 

     *Hymn Sing  éééééééé..6 pm 

     *Congregational meeting ééé..7 pm 

June 15: Ramblers Potluck Luncheon 

July 6 - 9: Jr. High campout at Sequim St. Park 

July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission Trip 

July 24: Blood Drive 

Aug. 2-6:  Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Aug. 13-15: High School Rafting Weekend 

Sept. 17-19: NPC Womenôs Retreat at Cascades 

 

Mariners Vs. LA Angels 
Saturday, June 5 at 1:10 pm 

 

We have a limited number of group 

tickets available for $15 each.    
 

Deadline to sign up and pay is Sunday, May 2.   

Make checks payable to River Ridge Covenant 

Church (or RRCC) and note it ñfor Mariners ticketsò 

on the check.  The check can then be put in the 

offering or dropped by the office. 

Ramblers (55+) 
Potluck Luncheon 
Tuesday, May 11 at 

11:30 
 

Mark & Judith Upton 
will share stories and 
pictures of  their trip to Tanzania. 
 

Looking ahead: 
At our June 15 potluck luncheon our speaker 
will be Sara Ballard, the Executive Director of  
RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program).  
She will be sharing interesting information 
about programs they offer such as òNext 
Chapteró - looking at priorities in retired life, 
and about  free college classes. 
 

For more information, or to request to be put 
on the Ramblers contact list for future events, 
contact Barb Fay.  
 

Softball season is here!   
 

 

Practices are Sundays at 2 pm  

at Nisqually Middle School.  
 

Games will begin the week of 
June 1, with the Co -ed team playing on 

Thursday evenings and the Menôs team 
playing on Fridays.  

 
Questions?   Contact Brad Hostak in the 

office (923 -1569) or email 
brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org  

 

Come As You Are (CAYA)  
  

CAYA is a young adults' small group 

for 20s and 30s to grow in their 

faith!  

Come enjoy dessert, a 30 - minute 

video, lively discussion, and 

accountability in an atmosphere of 

grace.  

See Kat OôKelly or e- mail for more 

info.  
 

Our next nights are May 5, May 19, 

and June 2 from 7 - 9:00 pm at 

OôKellysô.  Come as you are! 
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3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ Ǫ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔȣȣȢ 

Covenant World Relief Ministry Update - April 2010  
 

Recovery phase begins in Haitié 
Dave Husby, CWR director, reflects on the work ahead - 
 

The earthquake in Haiti on January 12 was one of the worst disasters of 

our time.  ECC churches and individuals have donated over one million 

dollars to Covenant World Relief for relief, recovery, and long-term 

development in the most affected areas.  We are thankful for your 

generous support.  Nearly half of the donated funds have been disbursed 

for immediate medical, water, food, and shelter needs through our 

primary partners in Haiti - World Relief (WR) and Medical Teams International  (MTI).  These two partners 

have strong Covenant connections and are recognized as highly effective 

organizations.  The remaining funds will be used for ongoing relief needs, recovery 

and long-term development as we work together with Haitians and our partners in 

the coming years.  é  
 

The transition from emergency relief to recovery has started in some areas.  The 

recovery phase will likely last at least two years and will be followed by long-term 

development.  CWR will be involved in Haiti for the long haul, working together 

with our partners.   
 

For more information and to stay connected, visit blogs.covchurch.org/haiti . 



5 

 

Q u e s t i o n s ?    

C o n t a c t  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  B r a d  H o s t a k  

b r a d @ r i v e r r i d g e c o v e n a n t c h u r c h . o r g  

F a c e b o o k  @  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / b r a d h o s t a k  

O r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e   a t  9 2 3 - 1 5 6 9  

 

RRCC Youth Page 

May Events 
High School Events  

 

Big Summer Dates 
 

Jr. High Campout: July 6-9  
 

High School Mission: July 23-Aug. 1 
 

High School Campout: Aug. 13-15 

Area 51 Events 
 

Itôs not too late to sign up for the  

High School Mission July 23-Aug. 1.   

See Brad for details of this trip  

to Vancouver. 

May 4 Area 51: 7-8:30 pm 

May 5 (Wed.) Area 51: Game Day    
  2 - 4:30pm  at church 
May 11 Area 51: 7-8:30 pm 

May 18 Area 51: Ice Cream Social Service Project 

         5:45 - 8pm  Bring ice cream toppings. 

May 25 Area 51: 7 - 8:30 pm 

May 5 the Harbor: 6:15-8:15 at Hostaksõ 

May 12 the Harbor: 6:15-8:15 at Hostaksõ  
May 14-16: Serve Seattle Faith & Life Class 

May 19 the Harbor: 6:15-8:15 at Hostaks; 

May 26 the Harbor: 6:15-8:15 at Hostaksõ 

THE HARBOR  
 

òThey devoted themselves to the apostlesõ teaching and 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayeré They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising Goad 
and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved.ó 
 

I love this passage from Acts 2 because it shows what  I 
think Christian community needs to be about.  It wasnõt 
just about the community but it was about their 
relationship with God as well.  They were devoted to 
four key things:  Breaking of bread, Prayer, Teaching, 
and Fellowship 
 

So what does this mean for RRCC Youth Ministry? 
 

I believe we can be like the early church.  I believe we 
can see this type of impact in our youth programs.  
Based on this, weõve launched òThe Harboró for our 
High School group - meeting from 6:15 - 8:15 pm at 
my and Sarahõs home.  
We are going to come together to build community and 
our relationship with God so that we can go out. 
 

Grace,  
Brad Hostak  

 
Youthmark  

Live and Love Loudly  
Challenge 2010!  

 

When: Friday, May 7, 8:00 pm  

 to Saturday, May 8, 8:00pm 

Who:  High School  

Where:  Lake Retreat Camp, Ravensdale WA 

To Bring:  Bible, notebook, sleeping bag & pillow, 

toiletries, clothing, spending money. 

Cost:  FREE  (Snack and all 3 meals included) 
 

Youthmarkôs Spring Retreat is geared to challenge 

and train participants for the 51 weeks of life outside 

the mission trip.  
 

Pick up the information flier with registration form at 

the info booth. 
 

Let Brad know as soon as possible if you plan to 

participate. 

mailto:brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/bradhostak
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 Childrenõs Ministry Update  ééééééééééééééé.. By Peg Melhaff 
 

Got Prayer?  

Itõs a family event 
 

Join us Saturday May 15
th

 at 8:30  - 10:30 am  

for a morning of fellowship and prayer. Weõll start with a pancake 
& egg breakfast followed by a discussion, craft and then 
praying at different stations with your kids.  
-Teaching kids to pray and praying as a family.  

A morning of blessing for your family as we  
learn to talk with Jesus.  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Walk for Life. 9am Saturday May 22nd.  A fun 2 mile walk around the Foundation Campus at  

Northwest Christian High School to support the Care Net Ministry of Thurston County. 
Brochures are in the church lobby. Pick one up, get a few sponsors and come out for a fun family walk! 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ - support a walker from RRCC. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHANGES! 
This summer ς Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day,  River Ridge Covenant  

will go to one service at 9:30 am. 

 

 
CASCADES CAMP!  
 

You can still register for camp. Check out the flyers in the lobby or go to 
www.cascadescamp.org for more information. 
-Some scholarship money still available ς Contact Peg at 
peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org. 
 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎΣ оΩǎΣ пΩǎ ŀƴŘ рΩǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƛƴ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΣ  ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ Y-5th will be 
held each Sunday - dismissed after Komments for Kids. This is a change in schedule for the preschool ς they 
too will go into the service until after Komments for Kids. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
parent feedback throughout the summer. Nursery care will continue to be throughout the entire service. 
 

mailto:peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org

