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"Have you ever 

wondered why we 
sing in church?"  
 é..Pastoral Intern 

 Jeff McClain 

 

Holy Week  

at River Ridge Covenant  

March 28 ï April 4 2010  
 

 

Sunday, March 28 at 9:00am and 10:45am 
Palm Sunday Worship               òHow do you Honor Jesus?ó         

                              

Wednesday, March 31 ð Friday, April 2,  
Devotional Walk based on the Stations 

of the Cross 
 during office hours:  
 8am ð 4:30 pm Wednesday & Thursday;  
 8am - 3:30pm Friday) 
 

Friday  April 2  7pm 
Good Friday Service 

 

Sunday, April 4  at 9:00am and 11:00 am 
Easter Sunday Celebration  - òI have Seen the Lord!ó 

 Includes: 
 Choir Special 
 Extended Fellowship Time with 
homemade breads & muffins,  
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter video 
for the children between services, 
and  
a relevant message about the 
transforming power  
of the resurrection of Jesus! 

Do you like to sing hymns?   
Sunday, March 14 at 6:00 pm 

 

Jeff McClain will be leading a hymn sing 
with other members from the worship team.   

Join us for a fun time of singing, trumpet,  
ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΗ 

 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƘȅƳƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎΚ  Email 
jeff@riverridgecovenantchurch.org or drop your suggestion in the 
hymn box at the info table. 

mailto:jeff@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
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 Shepherdõs Staff  
  by Pastoral Intern Jeff  McClain 

I can still remember the day like it was yesterday.  I was in fifth grade, and our teacher had just passed 

out a new song that we were going to learn for choir.  Iôve always loved music, so I was excited to learn 

a new song.  As we began to practice, I picked up the tune pretty quickly and I began to sing out 

confidently.  When our teacher stopped us for a quick break, Ben, the kid next to me (whom, at the time, 

I thought was the coolest kid in school), asked me why I was singing so loudly.  Immediately defensive, I 

mustered my most apathetic too-cool-for-school voice and said, ñUh...I donôt know.ò  Ben replied, 

ñSinging is stupid!  I donôt know why we have to do it.ò  And like any self-respecting ten-year-old (and 

by that I mean completely self-conscious) kid would do, I agreed with him.  ñYeahésinging is stupid.ò 

 

And thus began my years-long tradition of lip-synching through the songs on Sunday mornings 

whenever Ben happened to sit near me at church.  Certainly, much of my hesitation to sing out at church 

grew from my own insecurities.  But at the same time, I recognized that there was some validity in Benôs 

questioning why we sing. 

 

Have you ever wondered why we sing in church? 

 

After all, there arenôt too many places outside of a Karaoke bar or the 7th Inning Stretch where public 

singing is a common practice.  If youôve been around church for a while, youôve probably just come to 

accept it as part of what we do.  But have you really thought about why we sing? 

 

Singing is giving God our worship, thanks, and praise in a way that spoken words alone cannot 

adequately express.  The Bible is full of singing!  Moses and Miriam sang after God miraculously led the 

Israelites across the Red Sea (Exodus 15), Deborah and Barak sang after God gave them victory in battle 

(Judges 5), and the Psalms are replete with songs and exhortations to ñSing to the Lord!ò  Paul tells the 

early church in Colossae to ñsing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 

Godò (Col 3:16). 

 

When we sing in church, we honor God with our worship as part of a rich tradition of Godôs people.  

Whatôs even more exiting is that as we sing together, we join the worship that is continually happening in 

heaven (Isaiah 6, Revelation 4): ñHoly, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty!ò  When we sing together, 

we get a glimpse of heaven on earth! 

 

Traditions are more meaningful when we understand why we practice them.  Looking back now, I wish I 

couldôve expressed ñwhy we have to singò to my friend Ben.  Iôve since come to know how much fun it 

is to ñmake a joyful noise unto the Lord!ò 

 

Iôm so excited to be leading a ñhymn singò with my trumpet on March 14!  A hymn sing is a chance to 

worship God together by singing songs that have been sung for hundreds of years by millions of 

Christians.  Whether hymns are new to you or youôve known them for years, I encourage you to come 

sing with us!  Donôt worry if you canôt carry a tune ï God loves the spirit with which you sing, not the 

accuracy.  If youôre still not sure, feel free to just come and enjoy the beautiful music around you.  Either 

way, weôd love to have you join us!  Mark your calendar for 6:00pm on Sunday, March 14th at the 

church. 
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 Upcoming Events: 
 

Mar. 6: North Pacific Conference - Leadership  

   Matrix at RRCC 

Mar. 14: Hymn Sing 6pm 

Mar. 20 & 23: Membership Classes 

March: No Quilting Ministry meetings 

April 6: Quilting Ministry noon - 5pm 

April 16 & 17: Rummage Sale 

April 17: Quilting Ministry meeting cancelled. 

April 18: TMTL auction at Cascades 

April 24: Kids Sewing & Craft Day 

June 5: Mariners Game 

June 13: Hymn Sing 

July 8-11: Jr. High campout (tentative) 

July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission 

Aug. 13-15: High School campout (tentative) 

Sept. 17-19: NPC Womenôs Retreat at Cascades 

Mariners Vs. LA Angels 

Saturday, June 5 at 1:10 pm 

We have group tickets for this game that 

will cost $ 15 per person.   

Sign up at the information table. 

The Ramblers (55+)  
LeMay - America's Car Museum tour 

Tuesday, March 9 

Meet at the church to carpool at 9:30am 

The cost will be $15 per person for the 

museum.  We will also plan a lunch somewhere.  

For more information, or to be put on the contact 

list for future Rambler activities, contact Barb Fay . 

 

NPC WOMEN MINISTRIES 2010 RETREAT 
Save the Date: 

Friday afternoon, September 17  

through Sunday noon, September 19. 

At Cascade Camp & Conference Center 
 

This yearôs speaker is Judy Howard Peterson,  

Campus Pastor of University Ministries at 

North Park Seminary in Chicago Ill. 
 

Details will be available soon. 

For more information contact Linda Gersib. 

Softball season is coming!   

The meetings to organize this yearôs 

church league  are starting.  If you are 

interested in helping to coach or 

coordinate a menôs team or co-ed team 

contact Brad Hostak in the office (923-1569) or 

email brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org. 

Camp Quixote Update 
 

The Church Council had a discussion at their 

February meeting about the request to host Camp 

Quixote, the homeless tent city.   
 

Here are some of the conclusions of Dick Gersib, 

Council Chair. 

I sensed strong agreement that serving those in 

need in our community should be an important 

part of our church fabric.  The key point I 

heard was we need to ñget our hands dirtyò but 

we need to ensure that our church body is fully 

committed to whatever we do. 

Many council members are passionate about 

serving our community but there are a broad 

range of opinions  regarding our hosting Camp 

Quixote.   

I sense we need to take small steps forward in 

serving our community and I sense that right 

now, hosting Camp Quixote would represent 

more of a giant leap forwardéprobably too 

much for us right now.  

On matters of significance (like this), any 

decision would come from a congregational 

vote, not simply from the council.  
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Feed Refugees in Panabaj! 
 

"For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat..."  
Help provide temporary support to the 60 refugee families of Panabaj waiting to be relocated 
after their village was destroyed. 120 donations of $10 a month, for 12 months will feed these 

families until they have new homes.   
 

In October 2005, the town of Panabaj, Guatemala was devastated in a mudslide caused by 
Hurricane Stan.  Hundreds died and many more lost their homes.  Due to government 

corruption and other international disasters, relief was scarce.  4 ½ years later, there are still 
60 families (mostly single women with children) living in emergency shelter with little food 

or no food.  We can help by donating $10/month to buy corn, beans, rice, salt and sugar. 
 

#ÈÕÃË -ÁÒÃÈÁÎÄ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ 4ÒÅÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÏÆ Á ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ 0ÁÎÁÂÁÊȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÅÌÙ 
lined up to receive a couple bars of soap, one toothbrush and a small plastic toy!! They were 

so thankful for so little and so amazed that anyone cared ɀ it had been so long.  They said 
ÍÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÇÅÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȟ 

ÂÕÔ ÆÅ× ÃÏÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÌÉÇÈÔȢȱ 
 

To help the people of Panabaj, sign-up to be a donor at the info table outside the church office.   

 

 
40 Hours of Prayer for Mongolia  

 
40 Hours of Prayer for Mongolia on March 5 -7.   

Please see the info table for ways that you can pray for Mongolia.  You can 

also visit http://40hours.jcsintl.org  for more information.   
 

Kick - off Prayer Session  
Friday, March 5th, 7:00 pm at RRCC  

Everyone is invited!  

 

3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ Ǫ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔȣȣȢ 

http://40hours.jcsintl.org
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RRCC Youth Page 

Grow Groups  

for both Jr. High and Sr. High students   

at 1st service Sunday Mornings 9:00am 

March Events 
High School Events  

Youth Alpha:  
Wednesdays 6:15-8:30pm 

 

Big Summer Dates 
 

Jr. High Campout: July 6-9  

   *New dates confirmed. 
 

High School Mission: July 23-Aug. 1 
 

High School Campout: Aug. 13-15 (tentative) 

 

Youth Alpha Weekend Away  - At Camp Arnold near Enumclaw WA. 

March 12 - 14 

Weôll depart from the church at 6:00 pm on Friday, March 12 

(Please eat dinner first) 

Weôll be home by 1:00 pm on Sunday. 
 

Get ready for the Saturday Night Talent Show/ Comedy Hour. 
 

Come for a great relaxing weekend - explore the woods of Camp Arnold,  

        ...and explore more in Alpha as well. 
 

Questions?   

Contact Youth Pastor Brad Hostak at 360-923-1569 or brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org . 

Area 51 Events 
Tues., Mar. 2 : éééééééé7-8:30 pm 
Friday, Mar. 5: Game Night at Brad & Sarahõs  
     éééé. 5:30 - 8:30 pm 
Tues., Mar. 9: éééééééé 7-8:30 pm 
Tues., Mar. 16 : Whereõs Waldo Scavenger  
     Hunt ééééé. 6- 8:30 pm 
Tues., Mar. 23 éééééééé 7-8:30 pm 
Tues., Mar. 30: Area Orchestra Concert   
    - meet at the church at 6:30 pm 

mailto:brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
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 Childrenõs Ministry Update  é.. By Peg Melhaff 

Time to register for camp!  
This summer consider Cascades Camp for your child  ð a perfect setting for campers to grow and mature while 

spending time learning in Godõs creation. Under the guidance and direction of hand-selected and trained 

counselors campers strengthen their relationships with Jesus as well as family and friends. Older kids develop 

leadership skills as they interact with their peers.  

Cascades camp has something for all age campers ð from ôlil shavers weekend with parents to Youth Camp to 

S.A.L.T and family camps.  

March 7 th  weõll highlight camp programs in the service but you can also learn all you need at 

www.cascadescamp.org. 

New camp brochures will be at the information table soon.  

Peg Melhaff is our camp liaison and is available for questions also.  

This year River Ridge Covenant is also offering scholarships!  to camp. Up to 50% of your camp fee can be 

applied for. Script funds will be used to fund the camp scholarships. See Peg or email her at 

peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org  
 

CHILDRENõS BIBLES IN THE LIBRARY 
I am working on a collection of childrenõs bible story books, bibles, and devotionals for children for your 

familyõs use. Reading the bible everyday is easy when you have the right age appropriate book. Check one 

out & return them as you are finished. We are trying to build  a large selection so if you have used ones  

to donate please let Peg know.  Check it out & use them! 

 

Kids Sewing & Craft Day  
Saturday, April 24, 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

 

For kids ages 5 - 13 (neighbors welcome). 

We will be making Motherôs and Fatherôs Day presents.  
 

The projects will give each child a chance to use the sewing machine.  

Weôll also be using dye so please dress your child in something that 

wonôt hurt if it comes home sporting a new design. 

Cost: A $5 donation  to off-set supply costs. 

Deadline to sign up: April 17 

For more information, or to sign up, contact Pat Keeley. 

http://www.cascadescamp.org
mailto:peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org

