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éHowever, words are 

easily forgotten, and 

often confusing.  What 

will be remembered is 

how we have lived.  ȣ 
       
      Pastor Brian Wiele 

 

Communication Survey Results 
 

The communication survey, that over 80 of you recently 

completed, came about as a result of a question at a staff meeting 

- ñDo people read the newsletter?ò  That led to an active 

discussion of how best to communicate, and whether we are 

successfully reaching the different generations. 
 

Of those responding 8% were age 18-30, 36% were ages 30-55, 

56% were over 55.  Here are the top vote getters. 
 

How do you find out about whatôs going on at the church?  

We asked you to check all that apply.  

87% Sunday Bulletin 

84% Congregation emails 

67% newsletter 

62% Sunday morning announcements 
 

Percentage who responded that they óalmost alwaysô read: 

The Newsletter -  66%   

Congregation emails - 86%  

The Sunday Bulletin - 82% 
 

Parts of the newsletter that are read the most often: 

Upcoming Events - 83% 

Shepherdôs Staff - 74% 

Announcement pages - 72% 
 

We received many comments.   Some ranged widely - more 

announcements/fewer announcements;  give more details/ give 

fewer details.  A number suggested we add more things to the 

newsletter to make it seem more personal -  biographies of staff, 

profiles of members, stories of personal blessings, maybe some 

jokes or a comic. 
 

It was also suggested that we have a bulletin board where people 

can list goods theyôre selling or giving away, or services they 

can offer or need.  That actually already exists - check the 

bulletin board at the back of the sanctuary.   
 

Thank you so much to all who responded!  

WEBSITE reminder:  
Did you miss a sermon?  Go to our website at 

www.riverridgecovenantchurch.org, click on ñmessagesò,  find 

the date you missed, click on it and listen! 

http://www.riverridgecovenantchurch.org
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 Shepherdõs Staff  
  by Brian Wiele 

In just a few days, Linda and I will be heading south for vacation.  The highlight will be the marriage of 

our son Ben to Ashley Samarin on July 10 in Santa Cruz.   They met four years ago when they were both 

counselors at Frontier Ranch, part of Mission Springs Conference Center. 

 

Weôre very excited for them and for their wedding; friends and family from both sides are gathering, and 

Sara is one of the attendants.  Iôm excited that they have asked me to officiate. Itôs a blessing to see your 

children get married; itôs an honor to be the one to pronounce them husband and wife.  I hope I can get the 

words out between the tears. 

 

Iôve been preparing for this since they asked me almost a year ago.   Iôve done so many rewrites on my 

message that I hardly recognize my first draft.  You see, I really want to do a good job. I have a pet peeve 

about wedding messages ï so often the pastor sounds like this: blah, blah, blahé.  Thatôs not what I want 

to do at any service, but especially this one. 

 

However, I realize thereôs a certain folly in thinking that the bride and groom are going to remember 

anything the pastor says in that setting. The emotions are running so high that much of the day will be a 

blur; thereôs a slim chance that they will be able to recall any pastoral or fatherly wisdom I might offer. 

 

If you think about it, Iôve actually been preparing for this ceremony for much longer than a year. At least 

24 years, in fact ï Benôs age as he gets married.  Maybe even 55 years ï my current age.  As I charge them 

to cherish, honor, and be faithful ï what will be more important? My words to them, or the example I have 

set over the years, the way I have lived in their sight as the husband to Linda?  The way Ben treats Ashley 

as his wife wonôt be simply because I gave him some good verbal instructions ï either over the years or as 

part of his wedding ceremony. 

 

This is a good word for all of us about modeling.  Parents may be hoping that their kids will ñdo as I sayò.  

But thereôs a better chance that they will ñdo as I doò.  Itôs so much easier to bark out messages to our 

children ï tell them whatôs right, and correct them when they are wrong.  However, words are easily 

forgotten, and often confusing. 

 

What will be remembered is how we have lived. And how we have lived has been observed by our children 

and grandchildren, our friends and co-workers. We might prefer that others just listen to us, but watching is 

a much better way to learn.  What are people learning as they watch you? 

 

Yes, words are important, and they will certainly be a vital component of the wedding ceremony.  In fact, 

here are the vows that Ben will say to Ashley. 

 
Ashley, I give myself to you to be your husband.  I promise, before God and these witnesses, to actively love you, to be 
faithful to you, and to honor you above myself.  From this day forward I will share with you in plenty and in want,  in joy 
and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, so that together we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live. 

 

Those words will take about thirty seconds to recite. But he ï and you and I and everyone else ï has a 

lifetime to move past good intentions.  May God help us all to live out our words. 
 



3 

  

Upcoming Events: 

 
July 6: Quilting Ministry 

July 6 - 9: Jr. High campout at Sequim St. Park 

July 10: Menôs Ministry 

July 16: Veggie Tales Movie Night 

July 17; Ramblers trip to cabin 

    NO Quilting Ministry 

July 18: Prayer Night for HS Mission Trip 

July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission Trip 

July 24: Blood Drive 

Aug. 2-6:  Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Aug. 13-15: High School Rafting Weekend 

Aug. ? TBA: Ramblers to Glass Museum 

Sept. 17-19: NPC Womenôs Retreat at Cascades 

Sept. 26: Gospel Quartet - óLivinô Harmonyô 

Ramblers (55+)  
 

Day Trip to Cabin  
Saturday , July 17  

    

The Ramblers  will have a 

barbeque at the Faysô 
family cabin near 
Packwood.   We have gone there 2 times 

before and enjoyed good weather and hope it 
will again be nice.  

  

There are two different way to get there. The 
individual carpools can decide which route 

they prefer.  Maps are available for both.  
  

You will be called by the phone committee a 
week in advance and asked to bring food for 
potluck.  
 

For more information, or to request to be put 
on the Ramblers contact list for future events,  

contact Barb Fay .  
 

 

Dear River Ridge, 
 

We canôt believe itôs that time!  Our internship has flown by and weôre so sorry to leave you all.  As we 

said at our going away party, you are an amazing group of people!  Weôve been truly, truly blessed by your 

sincere faithfulness, unbounded generosity and welcoming spirit.  We canôt say it enough ï you are 

incredible!!  We would be blessed beyond measure to end up serving a congregation like River Ridge.  We 

can only hope and pray for such a gift.   

 
 

Thanks again for the Wii!  Playing video games was one of the ways we relaxed during our time here and 

itôll be so much fun to have it in our apartment in Chicago.  Most of all, thanks for the wonderful 

scrapbook!!  Jeanne Stockman did an amazing job!  Itôs a true gift to have a record of our time here.   Even 

more precious are your notes to us, your words of encouragement and your 

blessings for our future. 

 
 

We will miss all of you, but we promise to stay in touch ï especially now that 

we have a little one on the way (God willing).  Made in Washington!!   
 

 
 

Blessings to you all!  Please keep us in your prayers.   

Weôll be praying for you! 
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Q u e s t i o n s ?    

C o n t a c t  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  B r a d  H o s t a k  

b r a d @ r i v e r r i d g e c o v e n a n t c h u r c h . o r g  

F a c e b o o k  @  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

b r a d h o s t a k ,   

O r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e   a t  9 2 3 - 1 5 6 9  

RRCC Youth Page 
Area 51 - Middle School 

Harbor - High School 

 

Area 51 July Events 

July 6-9 The Quest Campout 

July 13 Laser Tag 

6:45-8:30 

July 20 Pizza & Games 

1-3pm 

July 27 The Great Pudding 

Fight 

7-8:30pm 

 

Harbor July Events 

July 7 No Harbor 

July 14 $5 Surprise 

4-9pm 

July 18 Mission Prayer 

Send Off  7pm 

July 21 Summer Service 

Day 10am-1pm 

July 23-August 1 Summer Youth 

Mission Trip 

July 28 No Harbor Please be praying for the mission team!  

Follow the blog at 

http://youthmark.com/riverridge_lacey/ 

mailto:brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/bradhostak
http://www.facebook.com/bradhostak

