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Shepherdodos Staf f

by Pastor Brian Wiele

Have you ever been asked a question but wereno
no, muttering something about giving it consideration, but then you were asked eg@atedly, in

fact, over the course of almostayeaand you still didndt know what
That is exactly the dilemma | 6ve faced over th
if our congregation would be willing to host Camp Quixiotee Olympia homeless tent cityon

our property. I honestly didndédt know what to

also didnoét think it was ri ghtyedoond witheutdfal s p e ak
process of discernment.

In late September | received a formal request from Panza, the governing board for Camp Quixote. |
did what | felt was the right and only step said | would bring the request to the council. At the

October council meeting we began the discussion. As you can imagine, lots of emotions and
guestions were raised, combined with impressions and concerns people had developed from a variety
of sources. We prayed about what to do, and t
But we wanted to let emotions settle, and get some solid information in order to be able to pray and
eventually make a decision.

At our December meeting, we spent more than an hour conversing with several guests: Selena
Kilmoyer, the chair of Panza; Tiffany, a friend of council member Barb Yunker and a former Camp
Quixote resident; and finally Pastor Dave and Lucy Kegley of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
which has previously served as a host church, and will do so again.

The meeting was a great help. We learned a great deal about the organization, policies, history,
problems, safeguards, and operating principles. The council had many quiesidnding some

very pointed ones! and each were addressed honestly and fairly. Westminster Presbyterian had a
very positive experience, one that affected their congregation in many ways. | had previously spoken
with Lacey Police Commander Suessman; he also had a very positive report, and mentioned that in
the two months that the Camp was at Lacey Community Church there were no incidents or problems
at all.

What did we decide? We intended to discuss it some more at the January council meeting, but
unfortunately some key council members were missing. We still need some more information. But
even if we do vote, it would only be on whether to make a recommendation to the congregation. If it
comes to that step, we would make sure that plenty of objective information is préseatedor

the congregation and for the larger community.

How do | feel? |l 6m still not sure. | 6m suropr
downtown where most social services are located. | have some concerns, partly about our role as a
site for Lacey Parks and Recreation. But | am
the use of the | and he has entrusted us with,

guidance. | am also firmly against letting our decision be based on fears, which are often unfounded.

What is the next step? Will there even be a next step beyond the February council meeting? We

honestly dondét know. But we want to keep all
objective research on your own, and feel free to speak to any of the council members after doing so.
And please pray! What would God have us do, and what might this mean for us as a congregation?
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Upcoming Events:
27:Alpha Course begins

Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

2:Quilting Ministry meets
5:Father/Daughter Dance
9:Ramblers Luncheon

10:Alpha Marriage Course begins
13:Men o s

Mi ni stry mee

Feb. 18:Live Well class begins

Feb. 20:Quilting Ministry meets

Feb. 26:Veggie Tale Movie Night
Feb.27"Mendés Mini stry mee|t
Mar. 6: North Pacific ConferencelLeadership

Matrix at RRCC
July 8-11: Jr. High campout (tentative)
July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission

t even mend marriages. It

Aug. 13-15: High School campout (tentative)
Quilting Ministry
Meets 1st Tuesday & 3rd Saturday

:D: (but will be taking the month of March off)

This group meets to cut and assemble quilts tha

The Alpha Marriage Course
Wednesdays, February 10 - March 31
6:15 - 8:30 pm
At River Ridge Covenant Church

The Alpha Marriage Course is for married
couples who want a strong and lasting
relationship. Itis designed
to build, strengthen, and

helps married couples lear
practical tools to build a
strong and healthy
marriage.

though the Marriage Course is based on

hristian principles of marriage, couples withou
a church background are also welcome. The
course is full of practical advice for all marriages
and many couples who are not churchgoers ha
enjoyed and benefited from the course! Invite
your friends!

Over eight evenings, couples have the chance o

discuss important issues often ignored in the ru
of daily life. Each session typically begins with
meal. Dinner is followed by a talk, interspersed
with exercises and questions for each couple tg
afliscuss privately. During the discussion time,

then given to those that need them. Anyone wh¢ ignusic is played in the background to prevent ar

interested and willing to cut or sew is welcome!
For more information pick up their brochure in th
foyer, or contact Pat Keeley.
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Ramblers (55+)
Potluck Luncheon
Tuesday, February 9
11:30 am

Our speaker will be
discussing
nGeneal ogy

For more information, or to
be put on the Ramblers
contact list, please contact
Barb Fay.

conversations from being overheard. At no timg
during the course is there any group discussion
any requirement to disclose anything personal t
anyone other than your spouse.

Course topics:

Learning to communicate effectively
Resolving conflict

Healing past hurts

Recogni zing each
Making each other feel loved
Handling relationships with parents
and inlaws

Realizing the importance of good sex
+ Having fun together
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Alpha

The course will be led by Pastor Brian
and Linda. For more information contac
either of them, or go talpha.org
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http://alpha.org/




RRCC Youth Page

February Events

Area 51 Events High School Events
2.2 Area 51:-8:30 pm Youth Alpha:
2.9 Area 51:-8:30 pm ‘HG QHV G EB\30pm
2.16 Area 51

Bring Your Parent Night&.30 pm
2.23 Area 51-8:30pm Grow Groups

for both Jr. High and Sr. High students
at 1st service Sunday Mornings 9:00am

Big Summer Dates

Jr. High Campout: July-81 (tentative)
High School Mission: July 23ug. 1
High School Campout: Aug. 185 (tentative)

Youth Alpha
Youth Al pha started |

| ate to come and expl
of Life. o

Wednesdays 6:18:30pm.
All high school students are welcome.
hid=or more information/details contact Brad at

P brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.arg

Questions? Contact Youth Pastor Brad Hostak

brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
Facebook @www.facebook.com/bradhostak
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