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Has Jesus Christ and 

the power of his 

resurrection taken hold 

of you?  é 
 

Pastor Brian Wiele 

 

Holy Week  

at River Ridge Covenant  

March 28 ï April 4 2010  
 

 

Wednesday, March 31 ð Friday, April 2,  
Devotional Walk based on the Stations of the Cross 

 during office hours:  
 8am ð 4:30 pm Wednesday & Thursday;  
 8am - 3:30pm Friday) 
 

 

Friday, April 2 at 7:00 pm 
Good Friday Service 

 

 

Sunday, April 4 at 9:00am and 11:00 am 
Easter Sunday Celebration   

- òI have Seen the Lord!ó 
 Includes: 

 Choir Special 
 Extended Fellowship Time with 
homemade breads & muffins. 
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter video for the 
children between services, and  
a relevant message about the transforming 
power of the resurrection of Jesus! 

RRCC Annual 
Rummage Sale  

 

Fri., April 16,  
8:30 am - 4pm  

& Sat., April17  
8:30 -  3pm  

 

Donations for the sale can be brought to the church beginning 

Tuesday, April 13.   

The proceeds from the sale benefit our youth.   
 

Lots of help is always needed.   

Contact Brad Hostak at brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org  

or Peg Melhaff at peg@riverridgecovenantchurch.org  

to see how you can help. 
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 Shepherdõs Staff  
  by Pastor Brian Wiele 

Easter is just around the corner, so I have to write about Easter ï wouldnôt you think?  Itôs the most 

important day of the year for our faith.  So I will write about Easter, but I want to do it by first writing 

about Epilepsy. 

 

I spent much of last week in our nationôs capitol representing the Epilepsy Foundation Northwest.  

Love Grow Serve (repeat) ï itôs our congregational mission statement, and mine too.  As part of my 

serving I do advocacy and instruction on behalf of people with epilepsy.  We have found that most 

people are generally misinformed and confused about it. But did you know that 3 million people in the 

US have epilepsy ï more than multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy and Parkinsonôs 

combined? 

 

Epilepsy is a Latin word meaning ñto take hold ofò, which helps explain it.  A firestorm of electrical 

activity in the brain takes hold of all or part of oneôs body, causing it to seize or constrict.  Oneôs 

consciousness, movements, and sensations can all be affected.  Epilepsy is not contagious; it is a 

serious neurological disorder of the brain.  As noted in Newsweek, most people with Epilepsy are not 

in a constant state of seizure; they are, rather, in a perpetual but quiet danger, wondering whether and 

when a seizure will occur ï which can last for seconds or for several minutes, depending on how much 

of the brain is affected. 

 

Anti-seizure medications, diet, and electronic devices ï these are the weapons used in the fight against 

Epilepsy.  Some have succeeded, and some people live seizure-free. Others have their battles continue 

daily.  It only seems natural to fight something that would ñtake hold ofò you. 

 

Unless, of course, you look at it from another angle. As your pastor, I am praying that something will 

indeed take hold of you.   Hereôs a thought along that line from the Apostle Paul: 

 

I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider 

myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:12-14 

 

My sermon this Sunday will look at Mary Magdalene and the rest of the disciples, and how the 

resurrection of Jesus literally took hold of their lives.   Of course they saw Jesus in a new way, but their 

own lives were transformed by the resurrection. They had a new purpose and motivation, but even their 

relationships to other people took on new dimensions.  They realized that even before their own deaths, 

they too had been raised ï raised to a new existence.  

 

So the love of God, particularly expressed in the events of Good Friday and Easter, needs to compel us 

in the same way.  As Paul writes in another place, Christ loves compels us; He died for all so that those 

who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.   

(2 Cor 5:14-15) 

  

What does Easter mean to you? An important event on your calendar, marked by a family gathering? 

But is that it?  Has Jesus Christ and the power of his resurrection taken hold of you?  May God grant us 

all a new understanding of the compelling love of God, one that takes hold of every aspect of our lives! 
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 Upcoming Events: 
 

April 2: Good Friday Service  ééé.. 7pm 

April 4: Easter Worship ééé. 9am & 11am 

April 6: Quilting Ministry  éééénoon - 5pm 

April 10: * River Partners  éé.. 9:30 am - noon 

April 13:  * Ramblers trip to NW Trek 

      *Council Meeting  éééééé...6pm 

April 16 & 17: Rummage Sale éééé...8:30 am 

April 17: Quilting Ministry meeting cancelled. 

      *Menôs Ministry at Rummage Sale 

April 18: TMTL auction at Cascades 

April 20:  River Partners   éééé.6:30 - 9pm 

April 24: *Menôs Ministry goes to  

      NPC Menôs Breakfast in Seattle. 

     *Kids Sewing & Craft Day 

May 15: ?Got Prayer? A morning for families. 

May 22: Care Net Walk for Life 

May 31 - Sept. 5:  One Sunday service at  9:30 am 

June 5: Mariners Game 

June 13: *Faith & Life Sunday 

     *Hymn Sing  éééééééé..6pm 

July 6 - 9: Jr. High campout  

July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission 

Aug. 2-6:  Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Aug. 13-15: High School campout (tentative) 

Sept. 17-19: NPC Womenôs Retreat at Cascades 

 

Mariners Vs. LA Angels 
Saturday, June 5 at 1:10 pm 

 

We have group tickets for this game 

that will cost $15 per person.   
 

Payment is due May2nd. 

Sign up at the information table to reserve your spot. 

Ramblers (55+) 
Trip to Northwest Trek  

Tuesday, April 13  

Northwest Trek is a 723-acre wildlife park 
featuring a 435-acre free-roaming area tram 
tour.  To learn more go to www.nwtrek.org. 
For more information, or to be put on the 
contact list for future 
Rambler activities, contact 
Barb Fay  . 

River Partners  
 

Maybe youôve been around River Ridge Covenant for awhile,  and appreciate the 

people, the worship, and the emphasis on service.    
 

Where would you go to learn more about our history, mission, and beliefs,  

as well as our connection to Godôs larger family ï what would you do?  
 

You could sign up for one of our River Partners classes, which also serves as the 

path to becoming a member of our congregation.  
 

We will offer the class twice this spring, but you only have to attend one: 

Saturday, April 10 from 9:30am ï Noon. 

Tuesday, April 20 from 6:30 ï 9pm. 
 

Signup at the info table, and let us know if youôre planning to participate.  

Also, tell us if you need childcare!  For any questions, please call the church office or 

see Pastor Brian. 

Softball season is coming!   
 

The games will be in June -  August.   
Sign up  at the info table now to 

indicate which type of team youôd 
like to play on, or if you are 

interested in helping to coach or coordinate.  
 

Questions?   Contact Brad Hostak in the office 

(923 -1569) or email 
brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org  
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3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ Ǫ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔȣȣȢ 

 

Kids Sewing & Craft Day  
Saturday, April 24, 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

 

For kids ages 5 - 13 (neighbors welcome). 

We will be making Motherôs and Fatherôs Day presents.  
 

The projects will give each child a chance to use the sewing 

machine.  Weôll also be using dye so please dress your child in 

something that wonôt hurt if it comes home sporting a new design. 

Cost: A $5 donation  to off-set supply costs. 

Deadline to sign up: April 17  

For more information, or to sign up, contact Pat Keeley. 

Feed Panabaj Update  

The Feed Panabaj ministry here at River Ridge Covenant Church has gotten off to a great 

start!  We have 41 individuals/families participating, and in the first two months of 
donations we have been able to provide over $2,600 to feed the people of Panabaj, 
Guatemala.  Thank you for the donations and prayer support everyone has given.  It's so 

great to see such amazing generosity.  
  

Bruce Ahlberg from YWAM Antigua in Guatemala gives the following update:  

"We conducted our third food distribution in Panabaj on March 6.  We gave away 80 bags of food 
which contained corn, rice, beans, salt, sugar, oranges and coffee.  The people are getting to know us 
and are so appreciative of the food.  One lady said this food will last about 3 weeks for her family.  I had 
eight people helping with the distribution which made it go much more quickly.  Pastor Antonio sent 
four of his young men from the church in San Pablo to help.  They speak the same indigenous language 
so they were able to communicate and pray with the people.  During our next distribution in April we 
are planning to do an evangelistic outreach and conduct ministry to the children with the youth from 
0ÁÓÔÏÒ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏȭÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 97!- ÓÔÁÆÆȢ΅ 
 

If you have any questions about Feed Panabaj or would like to get involved, please contact 

Mandy Bunch  or feedpanabaj@gmail.com  .  

aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
We will not be meeting on April 10.  Instead we will  be serving at the 

Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 17.  We will be helping as needed, but 

especially with the tear down that will start at 2pm.  See sign up sheets in the 

foyer.  Contact Jeff McClain for more information. 

If you have a truck and are willing to be ñon callò for helping to deliver 

larger items please contact Brad Hostak 
 

On April 24 we will be going to the North Pacific Conference Menôs Breakfast in Seattle.  Registration is 

required by April 15. Cost is $10.  Sign up at the info table.  Give your payment to Jeff - he will be 

registering our group. Weôll meet at the church to carpool.  
    

For more information contact Jeff McClain in the office or at Jeff@riverridgecovenantchurch.org.  

feedpanabaj@gmail.com
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RRCC Youth Page 

Grow Groups  

-for both Jr. High and Sr. High students  at 1st service Sunday Mornings 9:00am 

No grow groups on Easter Sunday, April 4. 

April  Events 

High School Events  

 

Big Summer Dates 
 

Jr. High Campout: July 6-9  
 

High School Mission: July 23-Aug. 1 
 

High School Campout: Aug. 13-15 (tentative) 

Area 51 Events 

4.6 Skateland 6pm-9pm $4 
4.13 Area 51: 7-8:30 pm 
4.20 Area 51: 7-8:30 pm 
4.27 Area 51: 7-8:30 pm 

Wed. April 7: Laser Fun Zone $12 7pm  
        Meet there at corner of  Ruddell/Pacific 
 

Wed. April 14: Rummage Sale Help 3-8pm      
   Dinner Provided 

Itôs not too late to sign up for the  

High School Mission July 23-Aug. 1.   

See Brad for details of this trip  

to the Oregon Coast. 

The Harbor 
Coming Wednesday April 21.   

Are you ready to live?  Intentionally, Relationally, Passionately. 
 

"All the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common." Acts 2:44 
 

See the info letter coming to mailboxes soon.   

The purpose of this special, one-day event is to draw 

the attention of the Church to the needs of the worldôs 

poor.  It's a powerful opportunity for God to use you 

to illustrate His deep love for children ï and show 

how each of us can intervene in the life of at least one child in poverty through sponsorship.     

The hallmark of Compassion Internationalôs work is one-to-one child sponsorship. A sponsor is someone who 

has made the decision to personally invest in the life of a child in need. Through sponsorship, children are able 

to participate in a church-based program that offers life-changing benefits that range from educational 

opportunities to health care.  To learn more go to www.compassion.com , or speak to Mark Cook. 

Sunday, April 18 

http://www.compassion.com

