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Shepherdodos St af f

by Pastor Brian Wiele

Easter is just around the corner, so | have to write about Easteru | dnét you t hi nk?
important day of the year for our faith. So | will write about Easter, but | want to do it by first writing
about Epilepsy.

|l spent much of | ast week in our nationds capi
Love Grow Serve (repedt)i t 6s our congregational mi ssion st
serving | do advocacy and instruction on behalf of people with epilepsy. We have found that most

people are generally misinformed and confused about it. But did you know that 3 million people in the

US have epilepsymor e t han multiple sclerosis, cerebral
combined?

Epilepsy is a Latin word meaning fito take hol d
activity in the brain takes hold of all or par

consciousness, movements, and sensations can all be affected. Epilepsy is not contagious; it is a
serious neurological disorder of the brain. As noted in Newsweek, most people with Epilepsy are not
in a constant state of seizure; they are, rather, in a perpetual but quiet danger, wondering whether and
when a seizure will occurwhich can last for seconds or for several minutes, depending on how much
of the brain is affected.

Anti-seizure medications, diet, and electronic devicigese are the weapons used in the fight against
Epilepsy. Some have succeeded, and some people live seegrir®thers have their battles continue
dai |l y. It only seems natural to fight somet hi

Unless, of course, you look at it from another angle. As your pastor, | am praying that something will
indeed take hold of you. Herebs a thought al

| press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold oBrothers, | do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:12

My sermon this Sunday will look at Mary Magdalene and the rest of the disciples, and how the
resurrection of Jesus literally took hold of their lives. Of course they saw Jesus in a new way, but their
own lives were transformed by the resurrection. They had a new purpose and motivation, but even theil
relationships to other people took on new dimensions. They realized that even before their own deaths
they too had been raisédaised to a new existence.

So the love of God, particularly expressed in the events of Good Friday and Easter, needs to compel us
in the same way. As Paul writes in another pl&tejst loves compels us; He died for all so that those
who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

(2 Cor 5:1415)

What does Easter mean to you? An important event on your calendar, marked by a family gathering?

But is that it? Has Jesus Christ and the power of his resurrection taken hold of you? May God grant us

all a new understanding of the compelling love of God, one that takes hold of every aspect of our lives!
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Upcoming Events: Ramblers (55+)

) , ) — Trip to Northwest Trek
April 2: Good Friday Service eee. . p m Tuesday, April 13

April 4: Easter Worship é ée. 9am &Notthwest Trek is a 728re wildlife park
April 6: Quilting Ministry é é é é n o o Bpm [[featuring a 43&cre fregoaming area tram

April 10: * River Partners é é . . 9 - 1300n |t@Wh To learn more go to www.nwtrek.org
April 13: * Ramblers trip to NW Trek For more information, or to be put on the
*Council Meetingé é é ¢ 6 6 . . . qGPpfact listfor future P
Aprii16 & 17 Rummage Sal e é¢é ambler gctiyties, goptac y )>
arb Fay.

April 17: Quilting Ministry meeting cancelled.
*Mends Ministry a Rummage Sal e o

April 18: TMTL auction at Cascades
April 20: River Partners é € é € . 6 - Bph

. Softball season is coming

oA s ~ _ _ The games will be in June - August.
Aprii24:*Menos Ministry gofes Sign up _ at the info table now to
NPC Menods Br eal iinndi SaattWwhki.ch typs
*Kids Sewing & Craft Day like to play on, or if you are

. - interested in helping to coach or coordinate.
May 15: ?Got Prayer? A morning for families. _ Ping _ _
Questions? Contact Brad Hostak in the office

May 22: Care Net Walk for Life (923 -1569) or email

of

May 31 - Sept. 5: One Sunday service at 9:30 a'I‘brad@riverridgecovenantchurch.org
June 5:Mariners Game !

June 13: *Faith & Life Sunday Mariners Vs. LA Angels
*Hymn Sing € e ééeé el ésarurfal, Tune 5at 1:10 pm

Yo I, (=1l GEim e We have group tickets for this gan

July 23-Aug.1: High School Mission that will cost $15 per person.
Aug. 2-6: Vacation Bible School (VBS) Payment is due May2nd
Aug. 13-15: High School campout (tentative) Sign up at the information table to reserve your s

Sept. 1719:NPC Womends Retrpat at Cascades

DOL.

River Partners

Maybe youbdbve been around RndamreciaiRithd g
people, the worship, and the emphasis on service.

Where would you go to learn more about our history, mission, and beliefs,
’as we l | as our ¢ onn eiavhatveould ypuodo?Go d 0 s

You could sign up for one of olRiver Partners classes, which also serves as the

path to becoming a member of our congregation.

We will offer the class twice this spring, but you only have to attend one:
Saturday, April 10 from 9:30ami Noon.
Tuesday, April 20 from 6:301 9pm.

Signup at the info table, and | et wu
Also, tell us if you need childcarg*or any questions, please call the church officg
see Pastor Brian.
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Feed Panabaj Update

The Feed Panabaj ministry here at River Ridge Covenant Church has gotten off to a great

start!  We have 41 individuals/families participating, and in the first two months of

donations we have been able to provide over $2,600 to feed the people of Panabaj,

Guatemala. Thank you for the donations and prayer support everyone has given. It's so
great to see such amazing generosity.

Bruce Ahlberg from YWAM Antigua in Guatemala gives the following update:

"We conducted our third food distribution in Panabaj on March B/e gave away 80 bags of food
which contained corn, rice, beans, salt, sugar, oranges and coffke.people are getting to know us
and are so appreciative of the foo®Dne lady said this food will last about 3 weeks for her familfrad
eight people helping with the distribution which made it go much more quickBastor Antonio sent

four of his young men from the church in San Pablo to hdlpey speak the same indigenous language

so they were able to communicate and pray with the peodhiring our next distribution in April we
are planning to do an evangelistic outreach and conduct ministry to the children with the youth fro

0OAOOT O '"1TOITEI 80 AEOOAE AT A OEA 97! - OOAEAES]

If you have any questions about Feed Panabaj or would like to get involved, please contact
Mandy Bunch or feedpanabaj@gmail.com

m

aSyQa aAiyAadNe L LIR!
We will not be meeting on April 10Instead we will be serving at the
Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 17. We will be helping as needed, but
especially with the tear down that will start at 2pm. See sign up sheets i
foyer. Contact Jeff McClain for more information.
| f you have a truck and are wil

larger items please contact Brad Hostak

On April24we wi | | be going to the North Pacific
required by April 15. Cost is $10. Sign up at the info table. Give your payment tdhéeffill be
registering our group. Weol | meet at the <ch

For more information contact Jeff McClain in the office or at Jeff@riverridgecovenantchurch.org.

Kids Sewing & Craft Day
Saturday, April 24, 1:00- 3:00 pm

For kids ages 513 (neighbors welcome). oo
We wi | | be making Motherﬁsw

The projects will give each child a chance to use the sewin¢s™
machi ne. We 61 | also be using uye s
somet hing that wonoét hwurt if it com
Cost: A $5 donation to offet supply costs.
Deadline to sign up: April 17

For more information, or to sign up, contact Pat Keeley.
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feedpanabaj@gmail.com

RRCC Youth Page

April Events

Area 51 Events High School Events
4.6 Skateland 6papm $4 Wed. April 7: Laser Fun Zone $12 7pm
4.13 Area 51:8.30 pm Meet there at corner of Ruddell/Pacific
4.20 Area 51:-8:30 pm Wed. April 14: Rummage Sale Hep3

Grow Groups
-for both Jr. High and Sr. High students at 1st service Sunday Mornings 9:0Ppam
+ No grow groups on Easter Sunday, April 4.

|l t 6s not too | at
High School Mission July 23ug. 1.

Big Summer Dates
Jr. High Campout: July-6
See Brad for details of this trip High School Mission: July 23wug. 1
to the Oregon Coast. High School Campout: Aug. 185 (tentative)

The Harbor
Coming Wednesday April 21.

Are you ready to live? Intentionally, Relationally, Passionately.
"All the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common.” Acts 2:44
See the info letter coming to mailboxes soon.

S —

Sunday, April 18

The purpose of this special, eday event is to draw
the attention of the Chur
poor. It's a powerful opportunity for God to use you
to illustrate His deep love for childrénand show
how each of us can intervene in the life of at least one child in poverty through sponsorship.
The hall mark of Compas s-to-one childsporsorshg.tAismomsar is asneoweowhd
has made the decision to personally invest in the life of a child in need. Through sponsorship, children are at
to participate in a churebased program that offers litdanging benefits that range from educational
opportunities to health care. To learn more gawov.compassion.comor speak to Mark Cook.
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http://www.compassion.com

